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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 ,136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timety filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. . 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G, 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 175,176.178-187 and 190-198 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 175,176.178-187 and 190-198 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) \3 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the connection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachnient(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statennent(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) CH Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) im Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1. 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this appUcation is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/18/04 has been entered. 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and iisefiil process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 



Claims 175, 176, 178-187, 190-195 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claimed method consists solely of the 
manipulation of an abstract idea and is not concrete or tangible. See In re Warmerdam, 33 F.3d 
1354, 1360, 31 USPQ2d 1754, 1759 (Fed. Cir. 1994). See also Schrader, 22 R3d at 295, 30 
USPQ2d at 1459. In addition, the claim is devoid of any limitation to a practical application in 
the technological arts and includes merely a trivial use of technology (see MPEP 2106). 
For a claim to be statutory, it must be in the technological arts (see In re Musgrave, 167 USPQ 
280 (CCPA 1970) and In re Johnston, 183 USPQ 172 (CCPA 1974)). The invention in the bod: 
of the claim must recite technology. If the invention, in the body of the claim, is not tied to 
technological art, environment, or machine, the claim is not statutory (see Ex parte Bowman, 61 
USPQ2d 1665, 1671 (BD. Pat App. & Inter. 2001). Also note MPEP 2106 IV 2(b). Examiner 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 
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notes that this is not a precedential decision but it is being cited for its analysis of whether the 
claim is in the technological arts. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 175, 176, 178-187, 190-198 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Joao et al. (US 6047270A). 

Joao et al. disclose a method for effecting a sale using a communication network (col. 8, 
lines 10-25) by storing a plurality of predetermined sale limits for a pluraUty of users (col. 8, 
lines 25-45), receiving a transmitted request for sale transaction (col. 6, lines 5-20), receiving 
information transmitted from a user in the sale transaction, wherein said information includes a 
password (see Joao et al. col. 68, lines 60-69, col. 51-52), determining whether the password 
(code) is valid and using the information from the user in the sale transaction to identify a 
predetermined sale limit for the user in the sale transaction and limiting the user in the sale 
transaction to the predetermined sale limit (see col. 8, lines 5-65, col. 68, lines 60-69, col. 51-52), 
temporarily blocking the sale transaction if the initial fraud control determines that the sale 
transaction would exceed a credit limit for the user and providing the user an opportunity to take 
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corrective action associated with eth credit account to permit the temporarily-blocked sale 
transaction and executing the sale (col. 67, hnes 55-65; col 46, lines 45-60; col. 30, lines 15-25; 
col. 21, lines 58-67 to col. 22, lines 1-10 and col. 8, lines 26-47; see also claims 7, 16, 26, 29, 39, 
42, 57, 63). 

Specifically as to claim 176, where the predetermined sale limit identifies a maximum 
sale amount permitted within a predetermined period of time (see col. 8, lines 25-45). 

Specifically as to claim 178, where the password is a personal identification number (see 
col. 7-8). 

Specifically as to claim 179, where the information transmitted from a user includes 
address information associate d with the user (see col. 11-12). 

Specifically as to claim 180, where the address information is a computer network 
address (see above for claim 179). 

Specifically as to claim 181, where the address information is a billing address (see above 
claim 179), 

Specifically as to claim 182, verifying the address information, (see col. 8-9). 

Specifically as to claim 183, determining a sale limit for a user for whom no 
predetermined sale limit has been stored in the step of storing (see col. 8). 

Specifically as to claim 184, consulting one or more extemal databases (see col. 8). 

Specifically as to claim 185, extemal database is a banking institution (see cols. 6 and 8). 

Specifically as to claim 186, effecting the sales transaction, storing information 
identifying an amount of the transaction, and using the information (see cols. 6 and 8). 



Application/Control Number: 09/432,8 1 1 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3624 

Specifically as to claim 187, reducing a user's predetermined sales limit based on the 
stored information identifying an amount of the sales transaction (see cob. 5, 6, 8). 



Specifically as to claim 191, see above rejections for claims 


175, 


190 


and 


195. 


Specifically as to claim 192, see above rejections for claims 


175, 


190 


and 


195. 


Specifically as to claim 193, see above rejections for claims 


175, 


190 


and 


195. 


Specifically as to claim 194, see above rejections for claims 


175, 


190 


and 


195. 


Specifically as to claim 196, see above rejections for claims 


175, 


190 


and 


195. 


Specifically as to claim 197, see above rejections for claims 


175, 


190 


and 


195. 


Specifically as to claim 198, see above rejections for claims 


175, 


190 


and 


195. 



Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/18/2004 have been fizlly considered but they are not 
persuasive. With regards to applicant's argument that Joao et a. does not teach or suggest the 
method recited in amended claim 175 or temporarily blocking, Examiner disagrees, see above 
citations for claims 175, 190 and 195. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly Campen whose telephone number is (703) 308-0780. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (703) 308-1065. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




